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: By Jfaac Bickerftaf Elq; 
4] 
lave — , 
by Dit, quibus Imperium eft Animarum, Umbraque filentes, | 
ing Et Chaos, @» Phlegethon, Loca Noge filentia late, | 
” Sit mihi Fas audita loqui, fit Numine veftro _ | 
ie Pandere Res alta Terra G Caligine merfas. Virg. | 
igt | 
f: From Tuefday March 28, to Thurfday March 30. 710. | 
alae . 1 
= , fits down at a finall Diftance from him by the | 

From my own Apartment, March 29. Lake of Blood without {peaking to him, or know- 
& ing who he was. Uly/fes was exceeflingly troubled 


~ Man who confines his Speculations to at the Sight, and could not forbear weeping as he | 

stro. the Time prefent, has but a very narrow looked upon her. But being all along fet forth 

pi Province to | his Thoughts in. as a Pattern of confummate Wifdom, he makes his 

a For this Reafon, Perfons of ftudious Affection give Way to Prudence; and therefore, 
and contemplative Natures often en- upon his feeing Tirefias, does not reveal himielf to 

lay Bi tertain themfelves with the Hiftory of paft Ages, bis Mother, till he had confuited that great Pro- 

or raife Schemes and Conjectures upon Futurity. phet who was the Occafion of this his Detccnt in- 


the B for my own Part, I love to range through that to the Empire of the Dead. Tirefize having, cau- 
_ Half of Eternity which is ftill to come, rather than tion’d him to keep himfelf and hits Companions 
owe, look on that which is already run out, becaufeI free from the Guilt of Sacrilege, and to pay his 
jl B know I have a real Share and Intereft in the one; Devotions to all the Gods, promites him a fafe Ree 
- whereas all that was tranfacted in the other, can be turn to his Kingdom and Family, and a happy old 


eh 
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only Matter of Curiofity to me. Age in the Enjoyment of them. 
Upon this Account, 1 have been always very — The Poet having thus with great Art kept the 
anh delighted with meditating on the Soul’sIm- Curiofity- of his Reader in Sufpence, reprefents his 
mortality, and in reading the feveral Notions which wife Man, after the Difpatch of his Bufinefs 
the wifelt of Men, both ancient and modern, have with Tirefas, as yielding himfelf up to the 
cutertained on that Subject, What the Opinionsof Calls of natural Affection, and making himfelf 
the greateft Philofophers have been, I have feveral known to his Mother. Her Eycs are no fooner 
times hinted at, and thall give an Account of them opened, but fhe cries out in Tears, Ob my Son! 
from Time, to Time, as Occafion requires. It may and enquires into the Occafions that brought him 
likewife be worth while to confider, what Men of thither, and the Fortune that attended him. 
the moft exalted Genius, aiid elevated Imagination, — Uly/fes on the other Hand _defires to know, what 
have thoughy.of this Matter. Among thefe, Ho- the Sickneis was that had fent her into thofe Re- 
mer {tands up as a Prodigy of Mankind, that-looks gions, and the Condition in which the had left his 
down upon the reft of Human Creatures asa Spe- Father, his Son, and more particularly his Wife, | 
cies beneath him. Since he is the moftancient Hea- She tells him, they were al! Threeinconfolable for 
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dup @ then Author, we may gueis from his Relation, his Abfence; and 4s for my felf, fays the, thar was 
dat what were the common Opinions in his Time con- the Sicknefs of which I died. Ady Impaticnce for your 
; a’ "eerning the State of the Soul after Death. Return, my Anxiety for your ‘Velfare, and my Fond- 
ead _Ubjfes, he tells us, nade a Voyage to the Re-  nefs for my dear Ulyfles, were the only Dijtemmpers that 


ions of the Dead, in order to coniult Tircfias how  prey'd 
¢ fhould feturn to his own Country, and recom- 


ES 


upon my Life, and feparated my Soul from my Bo- 
Ub fs was inelted with thete Expreffions of 


lett; Bf inend himfelf to the Favour of the Gods. The Tenderneis, and thrice endeavoured to catch the 
~4 Poet: fcarce introduces a fingle Perfon who doth Apparition in his Arms, that he might hold his 
hoat vt fuggeft fome ufeful Precept to his Reader, and Mother to his Bofom and weep over her. | 
eigns his Detcription of the Dead for the A- _ This gives-the Poet Occafion to defcribe the Ne- 
intle mendment of the Living.’ . tion the Heathens at that Time had of an unbedied 
eos Ulyffes, after having made a very plenteous Soul, in the Excute which the Mother makes for 
ia Sacrifice, fat him down by the Pool of Holy feeming to withdraw her {elf from her Son’s Em- 
den, Blood, which attracted a prodigious Aflembly braces. The Sonal, fays the, is compofed neither of 
ae of Ghofts, of all Ages and Conditions, that ho- Bones, Flefh, nor Sinews, but leaves behind her all shoje 
Sir vered about the Hero, and fealted upon the Jucumbrances of Afortality to be confumed on the Funeral 
ro, Steams of his Oblation. The firft he knew. was Pile. As fon as fhe has thus caft her Burthen, fhe 
ing the Shade of Elpenor, who, to thow the Activity makes her Efcape, and flies away from it like a Dream, 
lett of a Spirit above that of Body, is reprefented as _. When this melancholy Converlation is at an 
a atived there long before Ulyfes, notwithitanding End, the Poet draws up to View as charming a 
> the Winds and Seas had contributed all their Force Vilion as could. enter into Man’s Imagination. 
: tohaften his Voyage thither. This Elpenor, to in- He detcribes the next who appeared to Uliffis, 
rom ipire the Reader’ with a Deteftation of Drunken- the Shades of ihe fincft Women that had ever 
= nels, and at the fame Time with a Religious Care lived upon the Earth, and who had either been the 


@ doing proper Honours to the Dead, defcribes Daughters of Kings, the Miltrefles of Gods, or 
bimfelf as having broke his Neck in a Debauch Mothers of Heroes; fuch as Antiope, dlenena, Lew 
f Wine; and .begs, that for the Repote of da, <driadne, Iphimedia, Eriphyle, and teveral o- 
is Soul, he would build a Monument over thers, of whom he gives a Catalogue, with a 
im, and perform Funeral Rites to his Memory. thort Hittory of their Adventures, The beautiful 
Uifcs, uk great Sorrow of Heart, promii¢s to ful- Aflembly ot Apparitions were all gathered together 
his Requeft, and is immediately diverted to an about the Blood, each of them, fays Usy:s, (as a 
bject much more moving, than the former. The gentle Satyr upon Female Vanity ) giving me an 
hott of Ris own Mother uticlez, whom he <decount of her Birth and Family. This Scene of 
thoughs fill Jiving, appears to him among the extraordinary Women, feems to have been defign- 


ultitude of‘ Shades. that furround him, and ¢d by the Voet as a Lecture of Mortality to the 
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whole Sex, ‘anid to put them in Mind of what they 
mult expeét, notwithftanding, the ereatelt Per- 
feétions and highe{t Honours they can arrive at. 
The Circle of Beauties at length difappeared, and 
was tucceeded by the Shades of feveral Grecian He- 
rocs, who had ‘been engaged with Ulyjes in the 
Siege of Troy. The firft that approached was wAga- 
memnon, the Generalitimo ofthat great Expedi- 
tion, who, at the Appearance of his old Friend, 
wept very bitterly ; and without faying any Thing 
to him, endeavoured to grafp him by the Hand. 
Ulyfes, who was much moved at the Sight, pour'd 
out a Flood of Tears, atid asked him the Occalion 
of his Death, which 4gamemnon related to him in 
all its Tragical Circumftances ; how he was mur- 
der’d at a Banquet ; by the Contrivance of his own 
Wite; in Contedcracy with her Aduiterer. From 
whenoe he takes Occalion to reproach the whole Scx, 
after a Manner which would be inexcufablein a 
Man who had not been fo great a Sufferer by them. 
My Wie, tays he, has difgraced all the Women that 
feall ever be born into the World, even thofe who here- 
after fhall be innocent. Take Care hur you grow too 
fond of your Wife. Never tell her all you know. 
If you reveal fome Things to her, be fure you keep 
others concealed from her. You indeed have nothing to 
fear from your Penclope ; [he will not ufe you as my 
Wife has treated me: However, take Care how you treff a 
Homan. The Poet, in this and other Inftances, ac- 
cording to the Syitem of many Heathen as well as 
Chrittian Philotophers, fhows how Anger, Re- 
venge, and otler Habits, which the Soul had con- 
tracted in the Body, fubiift and grow in it under 
its Siate of Separation: ; 
I am extremely pleated with the Companions 
which the Poct m the next Defcription ailigns to 
stchilles, Achilles, Aays the Hero, came up to me, 
mith Patrocius aud Anulochus; by which we 
may fee that it was Homer's Opinion, and proba- 
bly that of the Age he lived in, That the Friend- 
thips which are made among the Living, will like- 
wile cominue and flourith among the Dead. dchil- 
les enquiscs atter the Welfare of [its Son, and of his 
Father, with a Fierceneis of the fame Character 
that Homer has every where exprefled in the Actions 
of his Lite. The Paffige relating to his Son is fo 
extremely beautiful, that I mutt not omitit. Uh/- 
Jes, after having defcribed him as wile in’ Coun- 
cil, and active in War, and mentioned the Foes 
whom he had flain in Battle, adds an Obfer- 
vation that he himfelf had made of his Be- 
haviour whilft he lay in the Wooden Horte, 
Mof of the Generals, fays he, that were with us, ei- 
ther wept or trembled. As fow-your Son, I neither faw 
him nipe a Tear from his Cheeks, or change bis Coun- 
tenance. On the contrary, he wonld often lay his 
Hand upon his Sword, or gralp bis Spear, as impa- 
tient to employ them againt the Trojans. He then 
informs his Father of the great Honour and Re- 
wards which he had purchafed before Troy, and of 
his Return from it without a Wound. The Shade 
of chiles, fays the Poet, was fo pleafed with the 
Account he received of his Son, that he enquired 
no further, but ftalked away with more than or- 
dinary Majelty over the green Meadow that lay be- 
fore them. 

This lalt Circumftance of a deceafed Father’s re- 
joicing in the Behaviour of his Son, is very finely 
contrived by Homer, as an Incentive to Virtue, and 
giade Ute of by none that I know befides him- 
{clf. 

The Defcription of jax which follows, and his 
reiufing to {peak to Ulyfes, who had won the Ar- 
mour of Achilles trom him, and by that Means oc- 
cafioned his Death, -is admired by every one that 
reads it. When Uly/fes relates the Sutlennefs of his 
Deportinent, and confiders the Greatnels of the 
Hero, he exprefies himtelf with generous and noble 
Scutiments; Ob! that I had never gained a Prize 
which coft the Life of fo brave a Alan as Ajax! Who 
for the Beauty of h:s Perfon, and Greatefs of his Aftions, 
was inferior to none but the Divine Achilles. The 
fame noble Condefcenfion, which never dwells but 




























































in truly great Minds, and fiech as Homer would. 
prefent that of Uly/es to have been, difcovers it fef 
likewife in the Speech which he made to the Ghog 
of Ajax on that Occafion: Ob Ajax! fays he 
Will you keep your Refontments even after Death?” Why 
Deftruttion hath this fatal Armour brought yp, 
the Greeks, by robbing them of you nko rere theiy 
Bulwark and Defence¢ Achilles is not sore bir. 
terly lamented among us than yos, mpute not then youy 
Death to any one but Jupiicr, %40, ont of his Anger 1p 
the Greeks, rook you anay Jrom aniong them, Let me 
intreat you to approach me ; rejtrain the Fiercene{; 
‘of your Wrath, and the Greatncls of your Soul, and 
hear what I have to J2y ww you. jax, without ma- 
king hima Reply, turned his Back upon him, and 
retired into a Crowd ot Ghotts. 

Ulyffes, atter all theie Vilions, took a View of 
thofe impious Wretches who lay in Tor ttires for the 
Crimes they had committed upon the Earth, whom 
he defcribes under all the Varieties of Pain, as to 
many Marks of Divine Vengeance, to deter others 
from following their Example. He then tells us 
That notwithitanding he had a great Curiofity t 
fee the Heroes that lived in the Ages betore him 
the Gholts Degan to gather about him in fuch pro. 
digious Multitudes, and with fuch a Confution of 
Voices, that his Heart trembled as he faw him. 
felt’ amidit fo great a Scene of, Horrors. He adds, 
That he was atraid Icit fome hidcous Spectre thould 
appear to him, that might territy him to Dj. 
ftraction, and therefore withdrew in Time, 


T queltion not but my Reader will be pleafed 
with this Defcription of a future State, reprctented 
by duch a noble and fruitful Imagination, that had 
nothing to direst it befides the Light of Nature, 
and the Opinions of a dark and ignorant ‘Age, 


Errata iw our Laff : Col. 1. Line 19. for upon, read 
to. Col. 3. Line 22. dele that of. 
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x*, PROPOSALS for Printing the 
LUCUBRATIONS of Ifaac Bickerftaf Ela; 
by Subfcriptions, in Two Volumes in O&avo, on 4 
Large Chara&ter, and Fine Royal Paper, are to be feen, 
and Subfcriptions taken, at Charles Lillie’s, a Perfumer 
at the Corner of Beauford-Buildings in the Strand, a 
John Morphew’s near Stacioners-Hall. All Perfons that 
defign to fubfcribe to this Work, are detired to fend 
their Subfcriptions with all Expedition, the Book be. 
ing put to Prefs, in order to have it publith’d before 
Eafter. | ; 
Al the Great Room in York-Buildings, to Mor 
row, being che lait ot this Inftent March, will be per. 
form’d a Confort of Mutick, Vocal and Inftrumertal, tor the 
Benetit of Mr. Viner. Mr, Holcombe will fing feveral Italian 
Cantata’s, never yet heard in England ; accompanied by Mr. Vie 
ner, who will play a new Solo compofed on purpofe tor qi 
Mr. Pepufch. With Singing by Mr. Leveridge.and Mrs. Lind 
fey. Note, There being no Play that Evening at cither ot the 
Houfes, there will bz the b-it Hands in the Kingdom, Andat 
the Delire ot feveral Ladics ot Quality, the Entertainment will 
egin exactly ae Seven aClock. ‘Tickers are to be had atthe 
Place of Performance. 
«", This Day is publithed, Chriftian Holinefs : The 
Nature, Excent, and Polity, of God’s Kingdonvon Earth, Ser- 
mons on feveral Occalions, being the 8th, gth, roth, and lat 
Volume, ef Sermons of the Rr. Rev. Father in God William 
Beveridge, D.D. late Lord Bifhep of St. Afaph. Price's s, cach 
Volume. . Printed tor R. Smith ar his Ware-houle in Exeter: 
Change in the Strand ; where may be had the (aid Bifbop's Eo 
glifh Works, in 13 Volumes, Price 21.178. 6d. 
7? Satisfy Gentiemen and Ladies who it is that would 
impofe, in Relation to thofe Men and Boonen’s Gowns tobe fold 
at the Otive-Tree and Still at Charing-Crofs, advertis'd again 
in the Pofl.Man, witd Invitation to Lun gate-Hiil df they pleafe 
enquire at any Shep ow the faid Hill, they may be fatisty'd that 
there is not a Quarter of the Cloice, as there ts in the Room at 
Charing-Crofs; nor cri they afford fr goud Pennymorths, becanfe 
upon Examination, tlefe will be truly Jouid tu bz tke Goods of Pur- 
fons that failed. 
** New Mafick juft publidied. Mr. Barrer’s Mafich 
in 4 Parts, for Violins and Hauiboys, pertermec in che laftinew 
Comedy, called, The Pair Quaker ot Deal. Engraven, Price 
1s. 6d. the Set. Likewife the Monthiy Mask of Vooil Mutich, 
containing a chowe Canara, and otner Songs made tor the 
Theatres amd other Occafions, tor Mareh. 0.6 d. Vrinred tot 
» Wallt Servant in Oiduiary w Her Majetty, and P, Randal, at 
the Harp and Hourhoy near Somerfer-Houle in the Stand 5a 
J. Hare, at che Viol and Flute in Corahi!, near che Ruyal-Ex 
change. ‘ 


a 











Sold by Fobn Merphew near StationerseFlull ; where Advertifements are taken in. 
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